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In a number of major cities across the world, public 
squares, parks, and plazas have been important urban 
vehicles in defining their morphology and even their 
culture, while at the same time being reflective of them. 
Throughout history, they have long been places where 
much architectural intelligence and public resources have 
been expended. When done right, these spaces act as a 
focal point for the civic and social life of a city, a place 
where impromptu gatherings, leisure, informal education 
and even, political discourse all naturally intersect. When 
designed poorly, though, they can act as a black hole, 
sucking the life out of a city centre.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gbenz/
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For long now, public art and sculpture have been gainfully 
employed and commissioned to infuse life into 
dead/abandoned urban public spaces. Similarly, there exist 
hundreds of examples of such successful sculptural works 
of art that have become the very identity of successful 
urban squares across the world: squares that would have 
been but unadorned city blocks in their absence. Not only 
do they eliminate “barrenness” that often leads to the 
demise of such squares, they create an engagement with 
the public that is hard to achieve for either squares or the 
buildings circumscribing them, simply by means of being 
increasingly accessible to the general public. All of this 
while also primarily fulfilling the most basal purpose of art: 
to express something, in the process imparting new 
meaning and purpose especially to places with a robust 
history.
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Urban Sculptures as Activators
Of Public Space

https://www.archdaily.com/594809/10cal-tower-supermachine-studio?ad_medium=widget&ad_name=navigation-next
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Issue
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Agoraphobia has been a common phenomenon that has 
been identified to be associated with a number of large 
squares. That coupled with the increasingly large amount 
of traffic that has been funnelled through these squares 
since their inception leads to the public feeling somewhat 
disconnected from such squares and spaces. Additionally, 
squares in major cities including Rome, Paris, St. 
Petersburg, Venice, Cairo, even London and many more 
have prominent histories, cultures, or events associated 
with them. A number of these squares, however, have over 
the years transformed into large stretches of asphalt 
allowing people to simply gather or pass through sans any 
engagement. A lack of urban provisions is another factor 
most associated with the disuse, or something that can be 
termed a very basal, primal use of these squares. Public 
spaces that speak to the people about their culture or 
history, or something that people can personally engage 
with have indubitably seen more interaction.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/09/15/boston-seeks-year-deal-for-city-hall-plaza-improvements/SCfrX0oVREV4QbrV3hUSZO/story.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/design/city-squares-public-places-protest-state-control-tunisia-arab-spring-a8570206.html
https://www.pps.org/article/underperformingus
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Architecture x Sculpture
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Architecture and the Fine Arts have had several 
intersections in the past, with each discipline mutually 
benefitting from the other. The former, with the infusion of 
the arts into buildings that were earlier seen as somewhat 
purely technical pursuits. And the latter, with the 
commissioning of more work and spots of prominence for 
the display of the sculptor’s art in buildings publicly 
accessed by hundreds, daily. However, in the modern age 
of parametric modelling, material innovation, malleability, 
and newfound technologies of production, the intersection 
is broader than ever, particularly in the case of 
Architecture. Several buildings, habitable or otherwise, 
have sculptural qualities infused in their form and have led 
to striking interventions that find common ground with 
each of these disciplines. Eschewing the ordinary, these 
interventions have proven to be fertile ground for 
architects to flex their creativity and bring some interesting 
colours and proportions to their settings.

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Vessel_(structure)
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Architecture Sculpture
iconic?

The Wave, Die Welle, Frankfurt, by Schneider+Schumacher. Source

https://www.schneider-schumacher.de/projekte/project-details/693-die-welle/#filter=
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Brief
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The challenge is to design an Architectural Sculpture with 
an intention to enliven a public square in the city of Paris 
(site detailed further). The intent of the intervention would
be to combine the functional qualities of architecture with 
the artful qualities of a sculpture. The final outcome is to 
be a built form that can act as an activator of the identified 
urban square in Paris: the Place de la Concorde. 

The designed structure may not be fit for habitation on a 
prolonged basis for people, but it should be able to house 
them, in an attempt to let them experience its sculptural 
qualities, as if magnified to the size of an actual building. 

Simply stated, it should be an intervention that is built to 
architectural construction drawings, yet is sculptural in the 
way it looks and is conceived.

https://www.galeriemagazine.com/junya-ishigami-design-2019-serpentine-pavilion/
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Identifying the Intervention
Place de la Concorde

Place de la 
Concorde

http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20141203-blood-on-the-streets
https://www.pps.org/article/underperformingus
https://www.pps.org/places/place-de-la-concorde
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Site Plan
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within any or all of the four quarters of 
the square.

restricted to 15m

https://goo.gl/maps/MMwDEv3uBjU6jzUY7
https://goo.gl/maps/MMwDEv3uBjU6jzUY7
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Form/Structure Functional

Accessible

Objectives

12

Contextual
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Guidelines

5 (Five) [ 2362px  3544px ] [ 400mm 
x 600mm 150 dpi] 
JPEG only

Minimum 3 (Three) No maximum sheet 
limit. 15MB. 

Minimum requisite submission 

Deadlines

Resources

This additional resources folder of this 
competition contains

Rules
students and 

professionals

4 members maximum per team.

do not 
include your name or any other mark of 
identification

ideas challenge only.

Pro-Tips

e.g.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kTLGYZaKkPT-5RCV1tcztl7Vgwb5DHcf
https://uni.xyz/competitions/sculptr/schedule/schedule
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Awards
20,000$
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Judging Criteria

Presentation Concept/Idea

Spaces/Programme Design Outcome

The entries will be judged by an international jury of the 
competition on the following criterions:
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Commun UNI 

urbanism, society, culture and ecology.
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http://competitions.uni.xyz
https://www.facebook.com/unidesigntogether/
https://www.instagram.com/uni.xyz/
http://help.uni.xyz/
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Architecture x Sculpture
 

competitions

Available on:

http://about.uni.xyz/institutionalaccess.html

