
competitions competitions



competitions

Premise

City of Bam, Persia, Babylon, Yemen and the 
Great Wall of China Even today, 40% 
of the world’s population continue to live in houses made 
up of mud. [1]

 infinitely recyclable, by 
returning back to soil when demolished.

Modern fashion of 20th century created a break 
in the millennia old developments – with earth being 
exploited and polluted with processed materials.

https://www.earth-auroville.com/building_with_earth_en.php
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Prejudice
The notion, that houses made of mud are ‘ephemeral’ vs 
houses made of cement are ‘permanent’ has been 
inculcated in our mind since early age. It has been 
associated with limited technique, as a last resort when no 
other building material is available, and particularly 
vulnerable to seismic events. 

On the contrary, history has repetedly proved that earthen 
architecture has been adopted by choice. When Spaniards 
arrived in Peru, they continued using stone as primary 
construction material. Soon they discovered that earth was 
a better construction material to withstand seismic events.

After being largely shunned since the arrival of concrete in 
the 1950’s, Earth is now back in practice. Its ecological and 
aesthetic benefits are attracting the attention of 
contemporary architects and eco builders. Many are moving 
towards a more efficient, affordable and artistic way of 
building mainly to avoid the perilous environmental effects 
of concrete.

Despite the fact that mud has proven to be beneficial in 
various aspects, why is it not used more often? Is it the 
problem of mud itself or is this merely a problem of modern 
mind?
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Roadblock

 The city 
has  buildings as high as 100ft, completely made out of 
mud.
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https://www.citymetric.com/skylines/yemen-theres-city-full-500-year-old-skyscrapers-made-mud-1462
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Brief

The aim is to design a modern apartment building to 
accommodate 30-40 families using earth architecture 
techniques. 
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Why is it that the first thing that comes to our mind when think of mud 
building is :

WE PREJUDICED?

Why isnt mud considered modern?
Is it true that mud is not as strong as cement and steel?

Are concrete and steel perceived to be better simply because they are 
seen to be the result of modern scientific and technological processes?
Is this a problem of mud itself or is this merely a problem of the modern 

mind?
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Contextual Experience 

Basic Icon

Objectives
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Community 

Programmatic Outline

The housing units will be based on the given carpet areas. The ratio of 
the single, double aqnd family units are flexible and are to be decided as 

per the design requirements.

Residence

Services 

60%

25%

15%

Single 
Occupancy 

Double 
Occupancy 

Family (4-6 
people)  

25-30 sqm

60-75 sqm

90-150 sqm
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Ghana
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Accra, Ghana 
Housing challenges in Ghana
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There is need for around 2 million 
new houses in Ghana per year, but 
most of the building is concentrated 
in the capital Accra, where land is 
very expensive. The other issue is 
that when you build in more rural 
areas it then becomes expensive to 
travel to the cities for work. We 
knew that the majority of people in 
Ghana have a relatively low wage. 
We thought it is strange you have 
workers building these big houses 
that cost hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and they could never afford 
them.

https://www.dw.com/en/accra-is-becoming-a-concrete-jungle-so-locals-are-building-their-own-parks/a-49730607
https://www.dw.com/en/in-ghana-new-updated-mud-houses-could-be-the-future/a-47536312
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Site Plan
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/5%C2%B036'21.0%22N+0%C2%B010'46.0%22W/@5.606599,-0.1812415,913m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d5.6058235!4d-0.1794559
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Guidelines

5 (Five) [ 2362px  3544px ] [ 400mm 
x 600mm 150 dpi] 
JPEG only

Minimum 3 (Three) No maximum sheet 
limit. 15MB. 

Minimum requisite submission 

Deadlines

Resources

This additional resources folder of this 
competition contains

Rules
students and 

professionals

4 members maximum per team.

do not 
include your name or any other mark of 
identification

ideas challenge only.

Pro-Tips

e.g.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kTLGYZaKkPT-5RCV1tcztl7Vgwb5DHcf
https://uni.xyz/competitions/earth-made/schedule/schedule
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Awards
12,000$
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Judging Criteria

Presentation Concept/Idea

Spaces/Programme Design Outcome

The entries will be judged by an international jury of the 
competition on the following criterions:
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http://competitions.uni.xyz
https://www.facebook.com/unidesigntogether/
https://www.instagram.com/uni.xyz/
http://help.uni.xyz/
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Earth as a building material of 
past, present and future
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Available on:

http://about.uni.xyz/institutionalaccess.html

